Communication Courses

Oral Communication in Graduate
Studies (OPIE 582)

This course focuseson improving
communication skillsin clasroom situations
such aspresentation, aking and answering
questions, discussion, and interacting with
professors and peers. Students explore agects
of language, the US academic culture, and
strategesfor effective discussion and
presentation. Students learn and practice
individud sounds, rhythm, intonation and
stress associatedwith spontaneous and planned
spoken English

Oral Communication in Graduate
Studies (OPIE 583) On-Line Course

For students who have completed 082/582
Oral Communication for Graduate Studies, but
still require development in their
pronunciation, fluency and/or underganding of
the normsof the U.S. Academic Community.
The courseintends to have a dual focus on the
culture of the U.S. academic community and
pronunciation. Aspects of the U.S academic
community that are coveredrange form
informal interpersonal encounters to formal
presentations, including subtle dynamics of
hedging, sharing opinions, answering and
asking questions and negotiating meaning.
Pronunciation agpects include the introduction
of standard elements of spoken English
Pronunciation, the heightenedability to
recognize and replicate such elements and the
opportunity to employ these elements of
accurate spoken English within an open
clasroom discussion forum

The response to these courses has been overwhelmingly positive.
Students, faculty and advisors have expressed their appreciation in a
variety of ways:

COMMENTS FROM
STUDENTS

QO have taken this course four times and
learned something new each time.O

Q fedl more comfortable speaking in the
cassroom.O

O his class has hd ped me to gain confidence. O

Orhere are many thingsabout speaking that |
never knew before this class.O

COMMENTS FROM OU
FACULTY AND
ADVISORS

Q wish these courses were available every
Quarter.O

Q encourage dl of my Graduae students to

take this course.O
Q can redly hear adifferencein their
spesaking.O
(He is more organized, more relaxed and easier
to undestand now.O

Q don®know what we would doif OPIE
didn®offer these courses.O
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Program Description

We provide two graduate academic ord
communication skills (OPIE 500)courses, which
focus on improving the skills necessary to be
successful graduate students. Both classes are
avalable each quarter when demand is
recognized. The focus of the course may be
different for each student. Some students wish
to improve thar presentation skills for thar
dodorate or masters degree ord examinations
while other graduate students wish to improve
ther ora skills for generd communication. This
couse may bethe only access students have to
ord/aurd ingruction beyond the OPIE
curricullum. In some cases, students may be
enrolled in both classes smultaneoudy.

Both courses are credit/no credit courses, having
3 credit hours. Auditsin both classes are
discouraged to assure that students will have the
time to participate actively in the course.
Because of thelarge amountof materid to cover
inonly ten weeks, it is proposed tha classes
meet twice aweek with onemeeting of two
hours and another of asingle hour. Whilethereis
adifferent focusin each of theclasses, thereis
also some overlap of oljectives and activities to

meet the needs of the students who have only
onechance to take theclass.

A BRIEF HISTORY

The Academic Oral Communication program
beganin 1997in response to a survey of faculty
and advisors. This survey revedled the
perception that many international Graduate
Students lacked the ord communication skills
necessary to effectively participaein the
academic community. For many years OPIE
served the needsof International Teaching
Assodates (ITAS) by providing support
courses on an emergency basis.

A 2001 Techndogy Incentive Packages (TIPS)
grant funded the development of both an online
couse as well asacallection of origind digita
resources.

In Fall 2005 OPIE and the department of
Linguistics undewent restructuring. This
resulted in new opportunitiesfor ITA and
graduate ord communication preparation. The
following table reflects current policies regarding
ITA Evauationand support course
opportunities:

SPEAK Results

0-180 Not cleared, not able to teach.
OPIE 580 (ITA Pronunciation)
strongly recommended

190-220 Not cleared. Allowed to teach if

concurrently enrolled in OPIE
581 (ITA Classroom
communication)

230+ Clear for Teaching (depending
upon department’s individual
requirements)

International Teaching
Associate Courses

We provide two I TA courses, focused on
improving the skills necessary to be
successful ITAs.

The Pronunciation Course (OPIE 580)
isgenerdly assigned to students whose
pronungation appears to be problematic, or
who identify themsaves as beng weak in
pronungation. Themgor emphasisin this
courseisonimproving pronungation for
oveadl intdligibility and for comprehenson
in theclassroom

The Classroom Communications Skills
Course (OPIE 581) isgenerdly assigned to
those whose pronungation skills appear to
beadequate for comprehenghility. The
major emphasisin this classis on developing
thelanguage skills necessary for effective
teaching, which include fluency, use of
discourse markers, and the structura control
needed for defining and explaining. In
addtion, consderable attention will also be
given to thelanguage necessary for effective
interaction with undegraduate students, to
meeting the pronundation needs of both the
class asawhole and theindvidua student
and to theawareness of expectations for
TAsandtheacademic stuaionin the
United States generdly.




